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EPA Launches Smart Sectors Program
A Program to Engage American Businesses to Achieve Better Environmental
Outcomes

WASHINGTON (October 3, 2017) — Today, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Administrator Scott Pruitt announced the launch of Smart Sectors, a partnership program between
the Agency and regulated sectors focused on achieving better environmental outcomes. A sector-
based, collaborative approach provides a significant opportunity for EPA to consider more forward-
thinking ways to protect the environment.

“When we consider American business as a partner, as opposed to an adversary, we can achieve
better environmental outcomes,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. “The Smart Sectors program
is designed to effectively engage business partners throughout the regulatory process. The previous
administration created a narrative that you can’t be pro-business and pro-environment. This program
is one of the many ways we can address that false choice and work together to protect the
environment. When industries and regulators better understand each other, the economy, public,
and the environment all benefit.”

A sector-based approach can provide benefits, such as: increased long-term certainty and
predictability, creative solutions based on sound data; and, more sensible policies to improve
environmental protection. Program leads for each sector will serve as ombudsmen within the Agency
across program and regional offices. Staff will also: conduct educational site tours, host roundtables
with EPA leadership, analyze data and advise about options for environmental improvement;
maintain open dialogue with business partners and their environmental committees: and, develop
reports that profile the impact of each sector on the environment and the economy.

Smart Sectors aims to facilitate better communication and streamline operations internally at EPA.
The program is located in the Office of Policy’s Immediate Office, which enables the sector leads to
work across EPA's land, water, air, and chemical program offices, as well as with environmental
justice, enforcement and compliance assistance, and other offices, including EPA regional offices.

ERA s Associale Adiministrator for the Office of Policy, Samanthe Dravis, and ERA: Chiel of
Operalions. Henry Darwin, announced the launch 2t BERA Headouarters on Tuesday, Oclober Srd,
and were oined by representalives from across the American economy, including: Astospace,
Agricuiture, Agtomotive, Cement and Concrete, Chemical Manufacturing, Construction Electronics
and Technolbgy, Forestry and Wouod Froducts, lron and Steel Mining, il and Gas, Fors and
Marine and Ulilities and Power Generation.

“The auto industry is living through what may be its most dynamic moment in hisiory,” said Miteh
Bainwol, president and CEO of the Alllance of Automobile Manufacturers Qurlechnology is
transforming the driving experience and mobility models. offering more fuel efficient and safer



transporiation for all We are breaking ground on new plants and expanding existing plants (o build
the maost inpovative vehicles it the world. Arnd as we jnnovale ant produce, we are a vital = if not the
vital = catalysl Tor the American economy, providing millions of iobs from coast o coast — bullding,
selling and servicing the venicles thal animale our economy. The Smaerl Sectors Program benefils us
all by providing an open and ransparent diginoue on policy that s predicated on solid facts ang
meaningiul data. Profecting the environment while supporiing sconomic growth - these twin goals
are paramount, mutually supportive, and enabled by thoughtful collaboration belween government
ang business.”

The broart Sectors Program shows s a new day at EPA—and that's good news for the
environment and the economy ” said Michael D, Bellaman, president and CED of Associaled
Builders and Contractors. The nation's construction industry welcomes the opoortunity to
collaborate with regulators to ensure that environmental piotection is sireamlined and cost effective.
Thats the way government can help industry be more productive, create more jobs and grow the
ECOnomY.

“The real estate ndustiy s leaders are committed lo sustainable buliding management ang
conslruction practices thal tie directly to their business migsion, said Jefirey . DeBoer, president
and CEQ of The Real Estate Roundiable. We look forward Lo parlicipaling in EPA's Gmarl Seclors
Frogram lo share our indusliy's perspectives on how respongible, measurable environmental
stewardship can help create lobs, slrengthen oul economy, spur innovation, and enhance lasting
value for our communities.”

“Madern agriculture is environmentally sustainable ” said Zippy Duvall, American Fapm Bureauy
Federation president ‘From satellile technology and dala management fo the use of cover crops,
farmers and ranchers continue o adopt innovations that ate effective In helpihg them grow more
food with fewer resources. That s good for the environment and good for business. EPA's Smart
Sectors Program provides a framework of welcome collaboration that ermbraces continued
innovation aligned with our comitment to continllous improverment.”

Manufacturers are commilled to protecting the environment and the comrmunilies we serve, and we
appreciate the efforts of Administrator Pruitt to work with us to jointly address cuirent and fulure
eénvironmental challenges, said Ross Elsenbery, vice president of enérgy and rescurces policy
at the National Association of Manufacturers. Smarter, modermized regulations are an essential
ingredient in supporting manufacturing job growth here in America, so we are exciled that the ERA i
fnging inthls vear's Manuiacturing Day—when we focus on building the next generation of modern
manufacturing workers——with a new EFA Smart Sectors Program. This will hopefully vield belter.
strarter reguiations that achisve thelr environmental goals while empowering manufacturers (o be
more competitive and create more well-paving jobs il America

“We are very plessed thal the steel Industry can be 8 pait of the Smadt Seclors Program, and
appreciate the work of Administrator Britt and his team 1o parner with industyy Lo develop 8 miore
sensible regulatory amework that betier protects uman health and the environment,” sald Thomas
J. Gibson president and CEO of American bon and Steel Ingtitute.

“The American Wood Council subports a smarter, more sensible and costeflfective regulatory
process such as the approach taken by ERA's Sian Sectors Program.” sald Robert Glowinskl,
president and CEO of the American Wood Councll. AWC represents more than 75 percent of
the North Amercan wood products industry, which provides approdmately 400,000 men and women
with family-wage jobs in the Uniled states. AWC members make wood products that are essential (o
evervday life from arenewable resource that absorbs and sequesters carbon.

“Fhe oll and natural gas industy s a malor economic engine supporing 10.3 million jobs, I8 leading



the world inthe production and refining of ol and nalural gas, and s a wotld leader in reducing
carbon emissions from energy use which today are near 26earlows” said Kyle lsakower,
American Pelroleum institute vice president for regulatory and economic bolicy. We welcome
this new partnership and look forward to working with the Ageney on this program to ensure that
inidustry s doing all it can to protect the environment and suppotl economic growth.

We're gralelul Administrator Pruilt invited the American Coalition for Ethanol (AGE) Lo participale in
this Smarl Sectors Program ” said Brian Jennings, AGE execulive vice president The biofuels
industry s essential lo growing the rural economy and protecting the snvironment

“America s cemenl manuiacturers have a shiong track record of finding creative ways to reduce their
environmental footprint while producing the high-guality material our economy needs for bullding
eyvervihing frord homes o highways and hospitals | said Todd Johnsion, Portland Cement
Mesociation executive vice president. WWie look forward o working with EPA and the
Administration (o protect heallh and the envitonment while reducing unnecessary regilatory burdens
that undermine economic growth.”

Communibeowned, notoeprofit electre utilities exiel b salely provide reliable, lovecost elecliicity
to more than 48 million Americans, while protecting the environmenl,” said Sue Kelly, American
Public Power Association president and CEQ. We very much appreciate the EPA s invitation 1o
parlicipate in the Smart Sectors Brogram, and look forward to a productive diglogue ”

“The paper and wood products industry faces enormous challenges from costly, complex and vast
amounts of regulations that hurt our abillty o contribute o econamic growth and job creation” sald
Mark Kowlzan, chalrman and CEQ, Packaging Corporation of America and immediate past
chalrman of the American Forest & Paper Association Board of Directors. We're pleasad fo
participate in the Smart Sectors Prograrm (o achieve cormmon-gense requlatory approaches that
protect the environment and allow industiy to compete at Home and around the globe

“We are thrilled to be parlof the EPA S launch of lts Smart Seclors Program and are proud Lo
represent an industry thal's always firstin lne when i cores to parlnering with ERA fo improve s
processes and bepelile,” said John Melnight, senior vice president of government relations for
the National Marine Manufacturers Association The recregtional boating industry is unigue in
that while the ERPA the Siate of California, and many intemational environmental government
agencies place stringent environmenial requirements on our products. our customers—lhe 142
million Americans who went boating last vear—also demand and expect clean waler and a heaithy
ervironment in which to fish, swimn and enjoy walersports. As a8 treasured Srpercan pastime with 85
percentofthe boais soldinthe U 5. made in the LU & . an estimaled 35 000 marne-related
businesses, which provide approximately 650 000 jobs, and an estimated $121 billion in economic
impact the recreational boaling industry 18 one of bur country's driving economic engines thal is
eager to continue meanmpglul collaboration with the EPA

“Seaports are vital economic engines and creale American jobe | Bald Kurt Magle, American
Association of Porl Authorities president and CED. Seapor cargo activity accounts forover g
quarter ofthe U5 economy. suppords the employment of more than 28 milllon people in the United
States, and generates over $320 billion in tax revenue annually. AARA is excited to partner with the
LS Environmental Protection Agency on the Smart Sectors Program mproved communication
between indusiry and EPA can slrearmilineg processes for all parties, achieving betler environmental
resulls and clearer goals and oullcomes. The U8 porlindusliy looks forward o being part of an
arngeing dialogue with EPA that furthers porte’ commitment to their roles as stewards of coastal
resources”

e welcome the opportunily o explain how long-terrn, capital-intensive operations like ours — which



reguire regulatory predictabilily — can be carefully aligned with important Agency oblectives for
ensuring nealth and environmental prolection ” said Hal Quinn, president and CEO of the Nalional
Mining Assoclation. Hegulaiory policies will be more effective when they are informed by aclual
conditions in regulated sectors

‘Forest Besources Association serves the whole supoly chain from the woods o the mill * said Ryan
Rbhodes, director of public relations and government affairs. The lorest products supply chain
supports 2.4 million jobs and is dedicated 1o the sustainability of forest land through conservation
and best practices. We look fonward 1o working logethar o promole a smader requlatory oulcome,
which promotes both jobs and envirbnmental stewartship”

‘Finding a way o combine a deep knowledge of how to protect the environment with an
understanding of how construction firms operale is the most effective way o cralt programs ang
oolicies thal deliver significant envircnmental protections to commercial constivction sites ” said
Stephen E. Sandherr, the chief executive officer of the Associated General Conlraciors of
America. ' The Adminisliator clearly understands that firroe will be able to do more o protect the
environment if the regulations they must foliow are crafted with an undersianding of how emplovers
oparale.’

“The Smarn Seclors Program holds greal promize to enable the technology Industry o drve
environmental protecton and economic growth” sald Gary Shapiro, Consumer Technology
Mesociation president and CEQ. "lmproved diglogue and collaboration between industry and the
EBA at the earliest stages will ideally lead to fewer onerous rules that handcuff innovation and job
creglion. Working logether, we can unleash our nation's tech secior (o helb improve environmental
performance and increase sustainability across multiple industres

Hroplife America s exciled o collaborate with ERA and other stakeholders (o ensure agriculture-
related regulations allow the U 8. food system o advance 28 well az fead the rising population ” said
Jay Vroom, president and CEO of Croplife America ‘Additionally, we believe thatl through the
Smarl Sectors Brogran and developing productive relationships with the Agency and industry
pariners, we can successfully create the best approach to supporting both economic growth and
advance innovation in agriculture, while protecting the ebvironment.”

CACC appreciates Administrator Pruilt s actions o fosler a more produclive relationship belween our
industry and the Agency through the Bmart Heclors Program, which will help support economic
growth i ways that protect our environment,” said Michael Walls, vice president of regulatory
and technical affairs for the Amercan Chemistry Couneil. This program s an opportunity o
have & more open and constructive diglogue about bow the cheristry indusliy can continue o fuel
the economy through innovalion while working with ERA 1o miake American businesses homes and
consumer products more efficient. environmentally friendly and suslainable
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